MEANING OF SOCIAL WELFARE

determine the votes of the citizens, but the in-
clination to do as one has done before, the ease
of following a leader rather than of thinking
for one's self. Those who in practice affect
the social welfare by carrying elections to se-
cure the adoption of a certain policy find the
doubtful voters few, perhaps one in ten, and
need only to secure the adoption of their policy
by a few leaders in order to know that the great
mass of the voters will follow. ":^'

But fashion rules not merely everyday life
and politics but education and religion as well.
Our children are practically all educated alike,
and whenever a new educational feature is
adopted by some wide-awake progressive per-
son, or perhaps by some foolish fanatic, it is
likely to set a new fashion which will be fol-
lowed by thousands with comparatively little
thought; and thus a change is made in our
educational system, not by the will of the many,
but by the thinking of a few and the following
of the many. Likewise in religion. Most
persons join the church in which they have
had their ..early ideas formed without any care-
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